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THE SITTING AREA IN THE GREAT ROOM, ANCHORED BY A
LARGE WAPITI STONE FIREPLACE, IS THE PERFECT SPOT TO
UNWIND WITH A GLASS OF WINE OR A CUP OF COFFEE. 

THERE’S NO MYSTERY TO THE APPEAL OF FLAGSTAFF, ARIZONA, AND THE SURROUNDING
Coconino National Forest. At an elevation of 7,000 feet, the high desert area is a recreation par-
adise, with four seasons including snowy winters (an average of 100 inches of snow each year).
When hot summer temperatures in the Phoenix area become too much to bear, folks head north
to Flagstaff for relief in the higher elevations. 

BY JENNIFER DONAHUE
PHOTOGRAPHY BY SHANE BRANDOLINI

A FAMILY SPENDS EVERY WEEKEND ENJOYING THEIR
HANDCRAFTED LOG HOME NEAR FLAGSTAFF, ARIZONA. 
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In fact, the proximity was one of the things that drew Steve and Laurie to explore
the area around Flagstaff. They had a stick-built A-frame second home and felt it
was too far from their primary residence to be able to visit as much as they desired.
Their full-time residence in Peoria, Arizona, is just under an hour and a half from
their new log home on nearly two acres of heavily timbered land in a gated com-
munity in Munds Park, just south of Flagstaff. All of the amenities of Flagstaff, like
restaurants and shopping, are just 20 minutes away, but their property abuts the
National Forest and feels like a quiet wilderness retreat. 

Steve and Laurie knew from the start that a handcrafted full-scribe log home
would be perfect for their mountain getaway. “I’ve always liked log cabins, but I
never fully realized how special and unique they are,” says Steve. He did extensive
research on log and timber frame home construction, and the couple settled on
Summit Log & Timber Homes, based in Boise, Idaho, for their log home producer.
“Summit set themselves apart because they spent so much time on the phone with
me, answering all my questions,” says Steve. “They won my business.” 

The home’s design came together as Steve worked closely with Robert

Lockerby, president of Summit Log & Timber Homes, to bring the couple’s ideas
to life. “They had a basic idea of what they wanted to do, and we ran with it
from there,” says Lockerby. “It’s a quintessential Western log home. They wanted
all one level, and it’s a very wide open floorplan, which is great for accessibil-
ity and for entertaining.”   

The final design is a classic 3,000-square-foot ranch-style handcrafted log
home built of Western red cedar with oak flooring throughout. “We didn’t get
tricky, we kept it simple,” says Steve. The large-diameter logs have the dra-
matic flared ends and natural taper that red cedar is prized for. “It is a very tra-
ditional log home in the full-scribe sense,” says Lockerby. “It’s what mankind
has been doing for eons. We just use more modern tools and construction prac-
tices now.” The stone used for the fireplace is Wapiti Mountain stone, named
for the elk—also called wapiti—that frequent the area. “It has everything that
everyone wants in a log home,” says Lockerby.

Steve worked closely with contractor Skip Osborne of Osborne Construction
in Flagstaff, Arizona, to make decisions along the way, including the choice to

ABOVE: STEVE AND LAURIE
SPARED NO EXPENSE ON 
THE KITCHEN, OPTING FOR
HIGH-END MATERIALS AND
APPLIANCES. 

RIGHT TOP: THE KITCHEN 
HAS A WIDE-OPEN VIEW OF
THE REST OF THE HOUSE,
INCLUDING THE “FAMILY
TREE,” A TIMBER THAT 
SUPPORTS THE ROOF 
STRUCTURE. 

RIGHT: THE CLASSIC 
WESTERN DINING TABLE
SEATS 10 COMFORTABLY. 
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eliminate the walls that were originally planned for the great room so that the
home would feel more open and spacious. “I come from a building background,
so I have a very strong understanding of building principles and I speak the lan-
guage,” says Steve. “That’s one of the biggest challenges when building a home,
especially when you are away from the area,” says Lockerby. “It’s important to
have a builder you can trust and communicate with.” 

At the heart of the home is what Steve and Laurie call the “Family Tree,” a
massive Western red cedar in the middle of the great room that supports the roof
structure. “It’s a very important structure for the house, but it’s a conversation
piece as well,” says Lockerby. “It looks like the tree grew right there and they
designed around it.” The roof structure—all wood—is complex and provides visual
interest. “You get the full character of the logs,” says Steve. “There’s nothing to
take your attention away from how beautiful the wood is.” 

The home has three generously sized bedrooms, each with its own bath, so
there’s room for Steve and Laurie and their son, as well as a guest room for vis-
itors. The kitchen, dining room, and great room are all open, with French doors
leading to the 750-square-foot covered patio. A breezeway connects the garage
to the house, and there is a timbered porte cochere at the front entrance of the
home over a curved driveway made of 13,000 square feet of pavers. Outside,
visitors are greeted by a life-sized bronze statue of an elk—a piece of art Steve
had his heart set on when he saw it at an outdoors convention. “It sets the tone
of the house as you drive up to it,” says Steve. 

They key to making the large open rooms still feel cozy lies in the interior
design, which was spearheaded by Laurie. “We used Persian rugs to break up

Design Tip 
FROM STEVE:

“If you are building your 
dream home, don’t let your
budget change how you want 
to do it. Build your mind’s 
eye. You pay for it once but 
you live in it forever.”

BELOW: HIGH CEILINGS AND GLASS DOORS TO THE PATIO MAKE THE SPACIOUS MASTER 
BEDROOM FEEL AIRY AND BRIGHT.
LEFT: THE MASTER BATHROOM HAS BRIGHT NATURAL LIGHT AND DUAL SINKS. 
OPPOSITE: STEVE AND LAURIE’S SON’S ROOM AND A GUEST ROOM ARE SEPARATED BY JACK
AND JILL BATHROOMS. 
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the rooms,” says Steve. “It gives you a sense of a beginning
and end to the space.” The furnishings throughout the home
are comfortable and elegant at the same time. “It’s a house
that I would say the interior is really what shines,” says
Lockerby. “They did a really nice job of decorating with a rus-
tic yet refined look.” 

Steve’s favorite area in the house is the sitting area around
the fireplace. “I saw a picture of a room I liked in a magazine,”
says Steve, “so we designed it to be similar.” An avid outdoors-
man, the home’s décor includes nods to Steve’s hunting
hobby—with hunting trophies on the walls and an antler chan-
delier lighting the great room.  

Laurie’s favorite space is the kitchen with its expansive gran-
ite countertops and plenty of space to prepare meals. A large
island seats four comfortably, and windows allow in plenty of
natural light and look out onto the covered patio and the
forested property. The couple chose high-end materials and
appliances for the kitchen. “We decided it is our one chance
at doing this right, so don’t skimp,” says Steve. 

The family is lucky enough to be able to spend time in their
log home nearly every weekend. “It truly is a second home,
not a vacation home,” says Steve, who often spends his morn-
ings fishing. “There are three stocked fishing lakes and I can
walk to any of them.” The family enjoys being out in the woods,
walking or driving a utility terrain vehicle.   

In the end, Steve and Laurie have a home that is simple, clas-
sic, and will stand the test of time—everything a log home should
be. “It came out exactly the way I envisioned it,” says Steve. I
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Log Home Producer: Summit Log & Timber
Homes, Boise, Idaho
Log Home Builder: Osborne Construction,
Flagstaff, Arizona
One-story home I Square footage: 3,000 
Bedrooms: 3   Bathrooms: 3.5

ABOVE: A PORTE COCHERE COVERS THE ENTRANCE TO STEVE AND LAURIE’S NORTHERN ARIZONA RETREAT. 
OPPOSITE: VISITORS ARE GREETED BY A LIFE-SIZE BRONZE ELK, A NOD TO THE ELK HERDS THAT FREQUENT THE
AREA. THE EXTERIOR SHOWCASES THE DRAMATIC FLARED ENDS OF THE MASSIVE WESTERN RED CEDAR TIMBERS
USED TO BUILD STEVE AND LAURIE’S HOUSE. 
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